Closure of extensive and complicated laminectomy wounds. Operative technique.
Fifty-eight patients with previously irradiated intramedullary spinal cord astrocytomas underwent laminectomy for radical excision of their tumors. A high incidence of postoperative cutaneous cerebrospinal fluid fistulas and large pseudomeningoceles following routine closure prompted the development of an alternative method of wound closure using mobilized musculofascial flaps. The authors describe the surgical techniques and pitfalls to be avoided during the closure of complicated laminectomy wounds.